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Centenary of the Italian Association of Aeronautics and Astronautics 

Casa dell’Aviatore, Viale dell’Università 20, Rome, December 7, 2021 

 

On December 7, 2021, the celebration of the centenary of A.I.D.A.A., the Italian Association of Aeronautics 

and Astronautics, founded in 1920, took place in Rome at Casa dell’Aviatore, the Italian Air Force Officers’ 

Club. The event had been scheduled for the previous year but, due to the Covid 19 pandemic, it was 

postponed to 2021.  

Civil and military authorities took part in the celebration: General Chief Inspector of the Air Force Engineers 

Basilio Di Martino; Engineer Luigi Pasquali, Telespazio C.E.O.; Engineer Luigi Morzillo, President of the Italian 

Aerospace Research Centre, the C.I.R.A.; Doctor Gabriella Arrigo of the Italian Space Agency, the A.S.I.; 

Professor Franco Bernelli Zazzera, President of the Council of European Aerospace Societies, the C.E.A.S.; and 

Doctor Pierre Bescond, 3AF- Association Aéronautique et Astronautique de France. Doctor Shinji Suzuki, Past 

President of the International Council of the Aeronautical Sciences, the I.C.A.S., conveyed his recorded 

greetings and best wishes. 

The ceremony began with the Italian National Anthem sung by the soprano Shinobu Nakamura Cardani, 

accompanied on the piano by Maestro Alessandro Carrera. 

 

  
Authorities Erasmo Carrera 

 

Professor Erasmo Carrera, the A.I.D.A.A. President, opened the ceremony by greeting the Authorities and 

participants and thanking the Air Force for the logistics provided. Although a century has gone by, the aims 

of the A.I.D.A.A. are the same as those indicated by the founding members, among them Maurizio Mario 

Moris and Vito Volterra: “to promote and encourage studies and research concerning all branches of 

aeronautics”. Today the A.I.D.A.A. is present in both the national and the international scenarios; thanks to 

its historical prestige grounded above all in the scientific merits of its members, the A.I.D.A.A. has been 

chosen to host the 2024 international congresses of both the International Council of the Aeronautical 

Sciences (I.C.A.S.) in Florence and of the International Astronautical Federation in Milan. 

After greeting the meeting on behalf of the Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. S.A. Luca Goretti, Gen. Insp. Basilio 

Di Martino recalled how the A.I.D.A.A. managed to come through a number of highly critical periods in the 

course of a century, among which two world wars. The constant presence of its members has always 

furnished the energy and strength to carry forward its activities. 
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In his speech, Dr. Pasquali from Leonardo, the foremost Italian aerospace industry, recalled how the 

strategical vision of the company was already directed towards 2030; this will require considerable 

involvement of many national excellences, especially on the part of the younger generation. 

Europe is already in a position to cope with challenges and programmes in a confrontation with other world 

competitors, as Prof. Bernelli and Dr. Bescond had already pointed out. This development, however, requires 

greater synergy among the various scientific and cultural organizations within Europe. As Dr. Arrigo and Eng. 

Morzillo explained, the A.S.I. and the C.I.R.A. are already deeply involved in many international programmes 

such as ExoMars, Vega C and Space Rider, which in coming years will bring into yet greater evidence the high 

level achieved by Italy in the aerospace field.  

After the speeches, Prof. Carrera presented the A.I.D.A.A. Centenary Medal to all those present.   

 

  
Basilio Di Martino 

                                                                         
Luigi Pasquali 

 

  
Shinji Suzuki, Past President ICAS AIDAA  Medal 

 

             

In the second part of the Ceremony, Prof. Marchetti went through A.I.D.A.A.’s one hundred years, taking as 

his starting point Gaetano Arturo Crocco’s words in 1945 at the end of the Second World War: “Like all 

intellectual Associations, the A.I.D.A. has the advantage of a minimum irreplaceable vitality, quite 

independently of its financial status. This vitality is rooted in the mental activity of each of its members; 

however bleak the post-war period, it will never fail.”  These simple words contain the fundamental principles 

of the A.I.D.A.A. and its energy in carrying forward its mission. 

Coming from all the Branches throughout Italy: Turin, Milan, Genoa, Padua, Pisa, Bologna, Rome, Naples, 

Puglia and Palermo-Enna, the members highlighted this “vitality” in a number of anecdotes. 

Deep feelings and appreciation were aroused by the speeches of Ernesto Vallerani and Amalia Ercoli Finzi, 

former Presidents of the Association and examples of dedication and stimulation for the younger generation. 

Amalia, the Lady of the Comets, addressed the young, encouraging them to have no fear and to face the 

projects in which they believe without losing confidence in confronting the inevitable obstacles. 
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Prof. Leonardo Lecce underlined the importance of the link between the A.I.D.A.A. and the industrial sector, 

in particular the small and medium industries; he gave the example of Prof. Luigi Pascale who has brought 

prestige to the country through his academic and industrial activity. 

The importance and relevance of the Association’s journal, “L’Aerotecnica Missili e Spazio”, was illustrated 

by the Editor and members of the editorial staff: Profs. Aldo Frediani, Sergio De Rosa, Paolo Gasbarri and 

Vittorio Cipolla. The General Secretary Prof. Cesare Cardani and Ms. Daniela Vinazza illustrated the 

administration on which the solidity of the Association depends to a great extent. Our thanks go to their great 

professional ability and dedication.  

Over the last few years, the contribution of the younger generation has increased remarkably throughout 

the Branches, as has the participation of women. Nicole Viola, Sara Bagassi, Francesca De Crescenzio, Nunzia 

Favaloro, Federica Angeletti, Marta Albano, Andrea Delfini, Roberto Pastore and Paolo Marzioli are only some 

among the many young members to represent the future of the A.I.D.A.A, committed as they are already to 

the two important events that the A.I.D.A.A. will be organizing in 2024: the Congresses of the I.A.F. and of 

the I.C.A.S.  

Lastly, Prof. Marchetti recalled the historical connection between the A.I.D.A.A. and the Italian Air Force, the 

Corps of Aeronautical Engineers especially, whose Commanders-in-Chief, from Gen. Alessandro Guidoni in 

1923 to Gen. Basilio Di Martino today have always taken part in the Association’s National Congresses.  

At the heart of the A.I.D.A.A. are the Universities with their spirit of never-ending exuberance among our 

members. 

Enrico Riparbelli was an Air Force officer and member of the Rome Branch; having worked for a number of 

years at the D.S.S.E. at Guidonia, he moved to America with several colleagues in 1944. Not only an illustrious 

scientist, he was also an artist and a poet. The historical event of the Centenary Celebration of the A.I.D.A.A. 

concluded with the reading of a 1944 poem by Riparbelli, when he was attempting to reconcile his studies 

and research with the typical office work of a civil servant in the Air Force Ministry.  

The celebrations then continued with the Gala Lunch at the Officers’ Club of the Air Force Ministry where the 

music of the Shinobu-Alessandro duo made the evening still more festive and enjoyable. 

With a toast that looked forward to the future bicentenary, Prof. Carrera and Prof. Marchetti thanked all 

those present for taking part in spite of the difficult times caused by the pandemic, and for being present to 

show their affection and “vitality”, as Crocco had said, towards an Association that has brought honour to 

Italy and will continue to do so until Amalia has discovered all the comets in the Universe!    

 

  
Ernesto Vallerani Amalia Ercoli Finzi 
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Cesare Cardani, Erasmo Carrera, Mario Marchetti, 

Giuseppe Sala 
Leonardo Lecce, Paolo Gaudenzi,Nunzia Favaloro 

 

  
 Aldo Frediani, Sergio De Rosa 

  
Francesca De Crescenzio, Dario Modenini, Marzia 
Corsi, Martino C. Moruzzi, Sara Bagassi, Patrizia 

Pretolani Persiani, Caterina Komel 
Giovanni Palmerini, Paolo Gasbarri 

  
Daniela Vinazza Basilio Di Martino, Mario Marchetti 
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Erasmo Carrera, Franco Bernelli Zazzera, Mario 

Marchetti, Roberta Lazzeri, Maria Cinefra, Maria 
Grazia De Giorgi, Nicole Viola, Ugo Galvanetto, 

Alberto Milazzo, Jan Pralits, Sergio De Rosa 

Franco Bernelli Zazzera, Erasmo Carrera, Sara 
Bagassi, Pierre Bescond 
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